
To:  Bob Carr, The Premier's Office 
        Carl Scully, Minister for Roads
        Donald Page, Shadow Minister for Roads

Petition for the Return of Common Sense in the Approval of Footraces and 

We, the undersigned, do hereby petition the government of New South Wales to roll back the new 
rules and regulations which effectively terminate organised, established recreational fun runs. In 
the past two years, the Sydney metro area has lost a long list of heritage events which served as 
community fund-raisers, encouraged healthy lifestyles and fitness, fostered local participation and 
civic-mindedness, and generated a healthy, festive family-spirited comraderie within local suburbs. 
The regulatory pressure on, and resulting extinction of, each of these events has been carried out 
under the guise of safety and liability concerns, but for which the prohibitive regulations end up 
alienating and disenfranchising large portions of the community.

The pace of cancellation of races and fun runs has been increasing at an alarming rate in the past 
few months. Events that are still going are threatened as organisers are faced with demands that 
are logistically or financially impossible to bear. We believe the tactics used and requirement 
placed by government agencies like the RTA and Parks Department are counter to the community 
spirit and civic mindedness that nurture our families, community prosperity and our health as a 
nation. 

The events include but are not limited to:

1) The Pub to Pub fun run starting in Dee Why, attracting more than 1,200 runners of all ages last year, and 
in its 11th year as a fun run. Proceeds benefitted two local hospitals, surf life saving clubs and the NSW Rural 
Fire Brigade.

2) The Palm Beach to Manly run, which was organised by the Harbord Diggers. This race started at 5 AM on 
a Saturday with most runners finishing by 7:30 AM, hardly a traffic issue at that early hour.

3) The Cities Marathon - the oldest continuing marathon in Sydney at 22 years

4) The Bicentennial Park Homebush Bay Fun Run organised by the Strathfield Rotary Club to raise money 
for The Children's Medical Foundation 

5) The Bay to Breakers fun run in Gosford, in its 20th year.
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